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1843-6   which I had previously required as to the general good treatment of
-----       the Christians throughout his dominions.    He, in fact, gave me his
^ET. 56-9 royal word that henceforward neither should Christianity be insulted in his dominions, nor should Christians be in any way persecuted for their religion.
Important as it was to obtain this assurance from the lips of the sovereign himself, I should have thought it right to demand an audience for the mere purpose of removing false impressions from his Highness' mind respecting the motives and objects of her Majesty's Government. In this respect, also, I had every reason to be satisfied. The Sultan expressed the strongest reliance on the friendly intentions of Great Britain ; he fully appreciated the motives which had actuated her on the present occasion ; he acknowledged more than once the signal and frequent services rendered to his empire by British arms and counsels ; he declared that the great concession which he had now confirmed, though entirely consonant with his own feelings, but opposed to the prejudices of his people, had been made to his sense of obligation towards the British Government j he called upon me to convey his thanks to her Majesty for the good treatment experienced by the millions of Musulman subjects living under British sway in India, and his anxious desire that the engagements which he had taken to protect from violence and undue interference the Christians established in his empire should be appreciated by her Majesty's Government, and prove a source of increased good-will between the two nations, and an occasion of eliciting fresh proofs of friendly interest on the part of Great Britain towards his dominions.
What passed at this audience is the more important and binding, as it was one of a formal character, applied for on public grounds ; and, to give it still greater value, the Sultan, after I had retired from his presence, called back the dragoman of the Porte, and desired him to assure me that what he had said in public proceeded from his real conviction, and was, in fact, the sincere expression of his personal sentiments.
I have only to add that I am thankful to your lordship, under Providence, for having made me the humble instrument of contributing, not only to the abolition of a barbarous practice, but to the establishment of a great and beneficent principle, without which it may be safely affirmed that the preservation of this empire for any length of time is impossible. This is the truth which I have to-day endeavoured to impress upon the Sultan's mind, as pointing out the line of policy which it is essential for him to pursue in the present state of his empire, brought as it is daily more and more into contact with Christendom, and exposed to dangers from within even greater than those which threaten it eventually from without